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and cut off from the world. Two days before Christmas
100,000 Afghans sprang from their trenches to the assault, and
in less than six hours' fighting were hurled back with such loss
that on the morrow not a sign of them was to be seen. Cabul
was peaceably reoccupied and communication with India
restored, and by the end of the year not an enemy was abroad
in northern Afghanistan.
None the less, to avert the danger of any fresh outbreak,
and to render possible the occupation of a wider area than the
mere vicinity of Cabul, it was decided that Roberts' troops
should be reinforced from Candahar as soon as the weather
permitted. At the end of March 1880 Stewart in person set
out at the head of 7000 men, moving in two columns by Khelat-i-
Ghilzai and Ghazni. Two marches south of the latter place
he had a sharp skirmish at Ahmed Khel, and the detachment
sent out by Roberts to bring him in was also attacked en route.
None the less, the junction was safely effected at the end of May,
Stewart, by virtue of his seniority, assuming chief command
of the united forces.
Meanwhile steps had been taken to put an end to the
impossible political situation in Afghanistan by opening nego-
tiations with Abdur Rahman, a nephew of Sher Ali, and the
best of the claimants to the Amir's throne. This prince,
though at the moment an exile in Russian territory, was regarded
as an acceptable candidate, and after lengthy pourparlers, lasting
from April to the end of July, agreed to ratify the terms of the
Gandamak treaty in exchange for recognition as ruler of Cabul
and as much of the rest of the country as he could conquer for
himself. Accordingly he was proclaimed Amir, and the British,
relieved at this happy termination of their labours, were
preparing to leave Cabul when disastrous news from the south
compelled them to postpone their departure. Ayub Khan, a
brother of Yakub, and Abdur Rahman's most formidable rival,
had appeared in arms on the Helmand ; the Afghan regiments
opposed to him had deserted to his standard, a British brigade
sent west from Candahar to co-operate with them had been
practically wiped out in a disastrous action at Maiwand, and
the troops left in the city were now closely invested by the
triumphant rebels.
Stewart, summing up the situation with cool resolution,
declined to interrupt the British evacuation of northern
Afghanistan, and considered that the new crisis could be dealt
with by the despatch of a relieving force from Cabul. At the
same time a second column was preparing to move up to the
rescue from Quetta. Roberts, who had been given charge of
the former enterprise, after making careful and thorough